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C A P E  L E  G R A N D  N AT I O N A L  PA R K  ·  U N O F F I C I A L  O P E R ATO R ’ S  M A N UA L

Practical day planner
Esperance town vs Lucky Bay camp · order of stops · packing · Park Stay · official Explore Parks WA / DBCA
links.

Verify everything officially. Fees, alerts, generator hours and camping rules change. Always check Explore
Parks WA, alerts.dbca.wa.gov.au and parkstay.dbca.wa.gov.au. This planner is independent and unofficial.

1. Pick the clock

☐ Sleeping in Esperance (30–45 min each way) — day-highlights itinerary
☐ Park Stay booked at Lucky Bay (56 sites) or Le Grand Beach (14) — two-day camp itinerary
☐ Perth is the wrong base (~8+ hours). Do not invent a same-day park visit from there.
☐ Hard “leave the park by” time written down
☐ Plan B bay named: Hellfire or Thistle if Lucky Bay is full

2. Day shapes

DAY HIGHLIGHTS Lucky Bay first, then one extra (Peak if dry, else Hellfire / Thistle). Not Class 5.

FAMILY-SHORT One bay + picnic. Hard no on Frenchman Peak and the full Coastal Trail.

PEAK MORNING Frenchman Peak first while granite is cooler. One bay after if legs remain.
Abort if wet.

TWO-DAY CAMP Day 1: arrive, set camp, bay. Day 2: peak or Class 3 section, then pack out. Park
Stay first.

COASTAL SECTIONS Named section + shuttle. Full 15–20 km one-way is a different sport. Confirm
live length/class.

3. Packing

Everyone

☐ All drinking water from Esperance
☐ Sun hat + high SPF
☐ Snacks that survive a warm bag
☐ Offline map + Emergency+ + power
bank

If camping or walking granite

☐ Park Stay booking screenshot
☐ Headlamp
☐ Grippy shoes (Peak / Class 5)
☐ Rubbish bags (pack out)
☐ Optional PLB on Class 5 / full traverse

https://www.capelegrandnationalpark.com.au/


☐ Cash/card for vehicle entry

4. Non-negotiables

No dogs. 1080 baiting is ongoing.
No fires.
Do not feed kangaroos.
Do not block Lucky Bay’s car-park loop.
Beach 4WD is not required for Lucky Bay / Hellfire / Thistle / the peak trailhead.
000 needs reception. Patchy coverage is a planning note.

5. Official links

Park: https://exploreparks.dbca.wa.gov.au/park/cape-le-grand-national-park
Lucky Bay: https://exploreparks.dbca.wa.gov.au/site/lucky-bay
Frenchman Peak: https://exploreparks.dbca.wa.gov.au/site/frenchman-peak
Park Stay: https://parkstay.dbca.wa.gov.au/
Alerts: https://alerts.dbca.wa.gov.au/
Fees: https://exploreparks.dbca.wa.gov.au/park-entry-fees
This guide: https://www.capelegrandnationalpark.com.au/
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